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Quaker Falls  
Recreation Area 

Mahoning Township 

Lawrence County, PA 

 
The area known as Quaker Falls was first settled between 1799 and 
1804 by Septimus Cadwalader and his family—Quakers who trav-
eled north from Brownsville in Fayette County. They were soon 
joined by other families, including the Sharpless, Shearer, and 
Townsend families. As the settlement grew, it developed into a self
-sufficient community complete with a grist mill, sawmill, train 
station, machine shop, and schoolhouse. This thriving village be-
came known as Quakertown. 
 
By the late 1830s, Septimus Cadwalader Jr. operated a tannery that 
contributed to the town’s industrial and agricultural prosperity. 
Quakertown reached its peak in the latter half of the 19th century. 
 
In 1850, following passage of the Fugitive Slave Act, a number of 
Lawrence County citizens vowed to “make a war upon that infa-
mous law.” Soon after, many Quakertown residents—including the 
Wright, Cadwalader, Sharpless, and Townsend families—became 
active conductors on the Underground Railroad, participating in 
the secret network that helped freedom seekers escape slavery. 
 
In 1894, the Pennsylvania & Lake Erie Railroad installed a bridge 
spanning the creek. As iron, steel, quarry, and munitions industries 
expanded throughout the region, Quakertown’s farmland was 
gradually purchased, primarily by the Burton Powder Company 
(later known as the Atlas Powder Company). Tragedy struck the 
Burton plant on April 4, 1912, when a massive explosion destroyed 
the press building and killed two men. This disaster was one of 
several in a short span that claimed multiple lives. 
 
By the early 1930s—roughly 130 years after its founding—the last 
resident of Quakertown had moved away. With time, the remain-
ing buildings deteriorated and the landscape slowly returned to 
woodland. 
 
Today, only the stone foundations remain of what was once a vi-
brant American community, located about a half-mile northeast of 
the falls in Mahoning Township, Lawrence County. In 2019, archae-
ological excavations uncovered flint artifacts dating to the Precon-
tact Period, offering a glimpse into much earlier human activity in 
the area.  
 
Visitors can learn more by exploring the interpretive signs placed 
along the park’s trail. 



ECOLOGY 
 
Quaker Falls, standing roughly 50 feet high, was formed during the Pleistocene glaciation of northwestern Pennsyl-
vania nearly 1.5 million years ago. During this era, advancing glaciers dammed and rerouted many streams that had 
once flowed north toward what is now Lake Erie. These environmental shifts significantly shaped how the surround-
ing land was later settled and used. During the Wisconsinan glaciation around 16,000 B.C., forests spread 
far to the south, reaching into the Carolinas. Much of the region then consisted of frozen tundra and 
wide, open meadows dominated by spruce and fir trees, with only scattered shrubs. By about 7240 B.C., 
the forests had become more open and diverse, supporting a variety of browsing herbivores. Spruce and 
fir still covered much of the area, and large mammals—including caribou, elk, mammoths, and masto-
dons—roamed freely. Today, the region’s climate averages about 70°F in summer and 60°F in winter, 
with approximately 38 inches of precipitation each year. 

 
 

In all  things of nature there is something of the marvelous. Aristotle 

LAWRENCE COUNTY’S NEWEST PARK 

 
Quaker Falls Recreation Area officially opened on 
October 29, 2021, thanks in part to the generosity 
of the Pennsylvania DCNR. The property spans 293 
acres and is designated as a natural historic land-
mark. Its signature feature is a stunning 50-foot, 
double-tiered waterfall. 
 
As visitors enter the park, they are immediately 
immersed in the sensory experience of water rush-
ing over the falls. The area offers ADA accessible 
parking and a crushed stone walking trail. From the 
parking lot, guests cross directly over the falls via a 
pedestrian bridge that spans Falling Spring Creek. 
The trail continues on the Route 224 side of the 
park, where two ADA accessible viewing platforms 
provide all visitors with the opportunity to take in 
the breathtaking beauty of the falls and the gorge 
below, surrounded by native trees, shrubs, and 
wildlife. 
 
Traveling in the opposite direction from the parking 
area—past the pavilion—the trail descends into the 
gorge through a series of stairs and platforms, each 
step bringing visitors closer to the thunder and mist 
of the falls. At the base, a spacious platform offers a 
peaceful spot to rest and enjoy the moment. 
 
Looking ahead, the County envisions this green-
space as both a destination for enjoying the falls 
and a place where people can stay active through 
walking, hiking, and biking. 
 


